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ABOUT SHERMAN ELEMENTARY 
Founded in 1892 as a country school among the pastures of Cow Hollow, Sherman has blossomed into one of  
San Francisco’s premier neighborhood elementary schools, attracting students from throughout the city.

Our highly qualified and dedicated teaching staff ensures that every child’s learning, both academic and social, 
is the key focus of all that we do. Our child-friendly program with its diverse experiences and differentiated 
curriculum meet the needs of all students. It’s no surprise that Sherman’s students are succeeding and closing  
the achievement gap.

CONTACT US:
pta@shermanschool.org     www.shermanschool.org    @shermanelementary
1651 Union Street  San Francisco, CA 94123   415.749.3530



Every child deserves a high quality rigorous education that 
prepares them for our modern world regardless of their 
ethnicity or zip code. At Sherman, our students experience a 
variety of creative and experiential learning experiences that 
develop and speak to their passions. These experiences help to 
create strong citizens who prize diversity and seek out learning 
opportunities. We strive to be a school that serves to unite and 
break racial, class, and religious boundaries.

See you in the Sherman halls!

Sherman’s Success is Built on our Belief in Students

Getting to School on Time 
Children should arrive a few minutes early each day in order to line up with their class BEFORE 
the bell at 7:50am. Please plan ahead. The entire school meets each day for morning assembly 

in the garden promptly at 7:50 am.

Sherman Daily School Schedule (morning recess times subject to change)

7:30am Yard Supervision & Breakfast Service Begins

7:50am School Begins & Morning Assembly in the Garden

9:00am – 9:15am Recess: K and 1st grades

9:35am – 9:50am Recess: 2nd and 3rd grades

9:55am – 10:10am Recess: 4th and 5th grades

11:00am-11:40am Lunch/Recess: K-2nd (Kinder/3rd typically eat/play by themselves)

11:45am-12:25pm Lunch/Recess: 3rd-5th (Kinder/3rd grade eat/play by themselves)

1:50pm Dismissal

Sherman Afterschool Programs
SHARKS UNTIL DARK (S.U.D.)
Sherman Afterschool, Sharks Until Dark provides a seamless school day for your child running 
from 1:50-6:00pm, five days a week.

For details and an application go to: shermanschool.org/afterschool or contact Bel Olivar 
at bolivar@bacr.org or 415.565.9885.

OFF-SITE PROGRAMS
Popular off-site afterschool programs include TelHi (www.telhi.org), Salesian Boys’ and  
Girls’ Club (salesianclub.org) and the JCC (www.jccsf.org). Please contact them directly  

for more information.
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Parent Involvement is Key!
Volunteerism and philanthropy are very personal decisions. As a member of the Sherman 

community, make the commitment to get involved in your child’s school. Research shows  

that parent involvement in school activities boosts academic performance. We ask every  

family to help in some way, whether it’s in the classroom, for a school event, in the garden,  

at recess — we accept all volunteer roles! If you have a talent you would like to teach, we  

welcome parent involvement. 

Kindergarten and 1st Grade Families: Parent/guardian help is especially needed during lunch/

recess from 11-11:40 every day. Please come by the school any day during this time to help keep 

our youngest students safe, happy and healthy during this important time in their school day!

Fundraising and the Sherman Annual Fund
A major factor in the success of our school is the amazing generosity of our parent community.  

Last year, the PTA raised around $300k in fundraising gifts from families. In order to 
maintain current programming and plan for the future, we need to raise the equivalent of 
approximately $1,000 per student every year.

This allows class size reduction in 4th & 5th grades, enrichment opportunities such as art and 

garden classes, the latest technology for our teachers, and much, much more. We ask that each 

family takes the time to consider a tax-deductible donation each year. If you are able to donate, 

please also check for matching funds through your employer.

No gift is too small and we look forward to your support in the Fall! Please email  
annualfund@shermanschool.org

Research shows that parent involvement in school activities  
boosts academic performance. 
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Welcome to Sherman Elementary!
We’re excited to welcome you to the Sherman Family! This useful 
handbook provides important information to help ensure a smooth 
transition to Sherman. 

To get started, here are 6 key items to get you on your way:
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1     GET CONNECTED ONLINE
  Register for SharkNet, our password protected 

intranet filled with the most up to date Sherman info, 
by completing the New User Registration process at 
sharknet.shermanschool.org

  Sign-up for the PTA’s weekly newsletter by emailing 
ptaweekly@shermanschool.org requesting the 
newsletters sent via our listserv. 

2    MARK YOUR CALENDARS WITH EVENTS. Upload 
events at Sherman automatically by ‘subscribing’ to 
the Sherman Calendar. Go to Sharknet / Calendar 
/ then choose your method of subscribing (iphone, 
iCal, Outlook, etc.)   

3    REGISTER YOUR AMAZON AND ESCRIP ACCOUNTS 
AND GO SHOPPING! If you shop on Amazon 
regularly, then just simply go to smile.amazon.
com, choose your charity, “Sherman Elementary 
PTA” and then do NOTHING else, except go to Smile.
Amazon.com instead of Amazon and it will recognize 
your charity. The eScrip Program gives a  percentage 
of your purchases on registered credit cards and 
store loyalty cards, like Safeway and Mollie Stone’s, 
directly to Sherman!

 Visit www.escrip.com/. Sherman’s eScrip ID  
 is # 139979871. Contact PTA Fundraising  
 Chair at annualfund@shermanschool.org  
 with questions.

 4    JOIN THE PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION (PTA)  
AND FIND WAYS TO VOLUNTEER! 
There are countless ways Sherman benefits from 
your volunteer efforts. Joining the PTA is an 
important way you can have a voice. Fill out  
the paper form or go paperless & sign up here  
www.shermanschool.org/pta. Joining is not a time 
commitment, you choose how involved you are.

5    LABEL YOUR KIDS’ ITEMS. Kids lose stuff.  
Labeling your kid’s personal items helps everyone. 
Order your personalized labels from Mabel’s Labels, 
and they will give 20% of your purchase  
back to Sherman.

 Visit www.mabelslabels.com today!

6    SIGN UP FOR AFTER-SCHOOL CARE.  
Make sure you enroll early if your child will need 
after-school care. Details can be found on page 5.



We are an E-Communication School
Our school is committed to sustainability. Help us save paper by staying connected through 

SharkNet and our listserv.  

SHARKNET is Sherman’s password protected internal website, where you can find everything you 

need to know about Sherman. You can sign up for events, volunteer jobs, potlucks, etc. You can 

also search the directory and class pages for contact information. Every family must register  
for SharkNet.

Visit sharknet.shermanschool.org to register as a New User, update your contact information, 

find out your classroom assignment and learn about news and events!

EMAIL: In case of a school-wide emergency, the best form of contact will be an email to your  

primary email address. It is very important that every family register an email address 
with the school on SharkNet. Your child’s teacher, your classroom parents and the PTA use 

email for important announcements. Access for new families will begin in August.

Questions about SharkNet? Contact pta@ShermanSchool.org

PTA Membership is your voice in how PTA  
funds are raised and spent. You choose how  
much you want to be involved. 

Find the membership form on:
www.shermanschool.org/pta

Membership is voluntary and annual  
dues are $10 per adult. Scholarships are available.  

Questions about membership? Contact 
Membership@ShermanSchool.org

JOIN THE PTA TODAY!

It is very important that every family register an email address  
with the school on SharkNet. Access for new families will begin in August.
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Safety — A Sherman Culture Value
DROP OFF BY VEHICLE
Use the safe and convenient Stop, Drop & Go lane on Union Street between the hours  

of 7:30-8:00am and pick up from 1:50-2:00pm.

1    DO NOT park and leave your car at any time in the white zone on Union Street  

up to Franklin Street. We recently worked with the city to create this lane so it can be  

used as a pass through for Sherman drop off.  Parking there will create a backup of cars.

2    VOLUNTEER! Each classroom is assigned 2 non-consecutive weeks to staff Stop, Drop  

and Go over the course of the year. It is only a 30-minute commitment twice a year.  

Even if you do not drive to school, please do your part to help keep Sherman running 

smoothly in the mornings by assisting with Stop, Drop and Go!

3    BEFORE letting your child out of the car, please pull forward in line as far as possible  

and wait for a volunteer to assist your child out of the car.

ENTERING SCHOOL CAMPUS
School is to be accessed from the Union Street doors only. DO NOT use Green or Franklin Streets 

gates or doors for drop off.

IDENTIFICATION / CHECK-IN
All adults entering the school campus for any reason after 8:10am must check in at the main 

office and put on a VISITOR or VOLUNTEER badge before proceeding to other areas of the 

school. If you notice someone you have never seen before, please feel empowered to introduce 

yourself and find out if they are in the right place.

IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY
Children will remain at school until an adult LISTED ON THE EMERGENCY CARD picks them up. 

Please keep these updated with the most accurate information on your emergency contacts.

Sherman Elementary Official Handbook 3


